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1, According to information obtained —Athe Polish shipbuilding
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program as laid down in the sixeyear plan is menaced because of the increasing
logistical difficulties.

On 18 August 1951, the first ore-coal carrier was laid down in the shipyard of

~Stetiin. This vessel will be larger than the ships of the Soldek type (2,005 GRT)

previously built in Danzig, The construction superintendent is Biskup (fnu), a
Pole; Soviet experts, however, are in charge., About 30 enginecrs and technical
specialists came from the U.S.S.R. to Stettin, It is assumed that the ship will
be taken over by the Russians after completion, (1)

Accoxrding to statements by the Polish shipmaster Pryfer (fnu) which have becn
confirmed by other Polish shipmasters, the Diescl enginas supplied by the ZPH
Huta Zgody Firm, ( formerly Eintracht-Huctte Kattowitz), are in constant need of
repair, The Poles are apparently incapable of repairing these defeets with the
result that tho two ships which are intended for the Levantine service cannot be
completed.

The first two ships of this type were requisitioned by the iussians and are now

called the %ﬁj Uai and the Zaporoshe. Prior to their being taken over by the
RMussians, the captainfs accor ation was improved and alterations were nade to the
bridge. (2)

In 1951, the following items were bought in Jestern Germany by the Nordkontinentale
Schiffsmakler GubH (Shipbrokers! Company, Litd.) in llanburg in their capacity as
agents of the Polish Oceanic lines (POL): For the M.S. Elbla » @ compressor and an
electric motor; for the 5.5, Kosciusko, a compressor and 3 sgarter, Plus a 550 liter
ateel botile; for the tanker 17,5, Karpaty, a Diesel generator. For the latter ship
an additional 7}, kw generater running at 360 r.p,m. is still needed; however, it
is difficult to procure this type of genorator. For covering hatches, tarpaunlins
costing from 60,000 to 70,000 westmarks wers bougtht; large amounts of kitchen
mators and other kitchen utensils were also acquired, Draeger apparatuses costing
more than 100,000 westmarks were bought from the Peter Klein firnm in Cuxhaven,

Fach apparatus costs 800 to 900 westmarks, The apparatuses were loaded on a Polish
ship in Hamburg, Their procurement took longer thsn a year, (3)

6. The obsolete tank steamer Tavira (8,206 GRT, built in 1921), was re-fitted by the
1A Remontawa Obslura Statkav (Ship Renair Cormanv) in Odvnia: she was renamed the
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the Praca, (4) ‘he Panamanian S.S. Navigator (7,176 GRT, built in 1943) was
charterad by Czcchoslovakian shippers for a voyage to Melbouwrne, Australia.
She loft Hamburg for Melbourne on 18 August 1951 with a cargo of glassewars,
crockery and hotichold articles. (S)

According to statiments Ly Cspt. Rybianski (fnu), a Pole and master of the
tanker M.5. K 1ys fusl oil is takor on in ValonggAlbania, instcad of
Constantsa., The c:nsignec of the oil is the Centrala Produktow Pednmych (Fusl
0il Center) in “arsaw, The bternkers had carried machinery and provisions for
military units staiioned in Albania. (6)

Capt, Ostapowicz (fru), a Pole and muster of S.S. Olagtyn; stated that on a
voyage to the levan! and Albania in zarly 1951, his ship had carried a cargo
of Czechoslovakian ‘rucks, made by ttce Skoda Works, Railroad materiecl
including railroad “racks and similar itoems was also carried. On his arrival
in Albania, Capt, Oztapowicz was told that his ship also carried ammurition.
This statement was coafirmed by the contents of a Wroken box. The shipowners
had not furnished the shipmaster with ses charts showing the mine infested
areas in the Adriatic Sea.

The Polish 5.S. Narwil (7,031 GRT) and the S.S, Tobruk ( 7,048 GRT) left
Gdynia for Murmansk on 2L fvgust and 27 August IT5L respectively. (7) The S.S.
lechistan and Iewant, which are in the levant Service, now call at Odessa.
These diversions as well as the voyages from the Black Sea to India are not made
for commercial reasons, The Poles sre ordered by the Russisns to run their ships
on the prescribed routes,

Oon 8 September 1951, Wladimir Szynarowski, manager of the POL; arrived in Hamburg
aboard the M.S5. Mizury. He had signed on gboard this ship but could not go
ashore since the :riti:h authorities refused him a shore permit. llo intended to
stay in Hamburg until 1L September and return to Gdynia on the M.S. Puck. Since
he could not carry out his plen, he was obliged to procecd to Antwerp on M.S.
Maz%og. {8) The key employees of the newly established F.H.Bertling Schiffahrts-

r GubH (shipping azency) in Hamburg which will serve as the POL agency had |
met M5, Maz in Kiel.Holtenau, Consul Heinemann (fnu) and lir, Karsten, chiefw
clerk of The firm, werc among those present. Lthey intended to continus their
negotiations with Director Szymarowski in lamburg. The Bertling Firm was founded
with the minimum capital of 25,000 wostmarks, as proscribed for limited
liability companies. Mr, Helmich (fmui), the shipbroker with the HJordkontinentalo
Firm, will probably be 1uplaced by Mr. Berling.(9)

| !Comentso ) . o
o date, only repair work was done by tho Oderwerke, the only shipyard still

existing in Stettin, It was reported somo time ago that the construction of

new ships was begun there. The fact that construction work is supervised by
Russians indicates that iic Polish merchant fleot will be increasingly employed
in the interests of the Fussians, . -

The Soviet ship !2&%3 lial has not becn seen trading yet. The S.S. Zaporoshe
passed through Sporis on her voyage to Odessa onyg July 1951,

It was not determined what kind of apparatuses mede by the Drasger firm in
Inebeck are referred to. This firm produces smoke protective equipment, submerged
eccape apparstus, oxygen breathing apparatus; and gas protective equipment.,

S Iy e

Approved For Release 2002/08/08 : CIA-RDP82-00457R010400350005-7



25X1A

FeERnT CONRLD
o Approved F(_‘.'"r? % s:[% 1244%85(}3,, %@%57R010400350005-7

-3 -

K

(L) According to other information, the tanker favira lett Odynia for trial
. runs on 13 and 1l August 1301,

(5) The S.S. Navigator passed the Panams Canal on 9 Septerber 1951, It is
regarded as unusual that this ship does not call al other ports in the
satellite ststes on her voyage to Ausitralia,

(6) since early 1951, the tanker Karpaty which had bsen docked in éntwers
from 20 June to 10 September aﬁg 'ﬁﬁg chartered tanker Maracaibc (7,000 GRT)
have excluszively called at Valona, Albania, Rocently the ITalian tank steamer
Giovi (5,117 ORT) was chartered. Up to now this ship has made to voyages from
Banzig to Constantsa. The tanker M.S., Karpaty left for Constantsa on 26

25X1A . September, w rresumably uonstantsa, Houmania is meant)
{7) 5.5, Narwikh arrived in Grangemouth (England) from lurmansk on 1 Jctober 1951;
the 5.8, Tobruk left Murmansk for London on 1 October 1901, She took on cargo
in Igarka on the Kara Sea.

(8) It was previously reported that Director Ssynarowski went to Hamburg in the
same way in August 1951, o At that time he could go as
freely as the other members of the crew,

(9) The Poles seem to have difficulties in getting the required amount of German
marks. The appointment of the firm of F.H. Bortling seems to indicatc that.
the Polish State Shipping Company will employ only reliable apgsnis,
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